
 

CHAIR ………………………………………………….                        DATE…………………………… 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Broadhempston Parish Council 

Thursday 11 September 2025 

 

Present:  Cllrs Wright (Chair), Widger, White, Goddard, and Bamford. 
 

Also present:  County Cllr Stuart Rogers  

District Cllr Paul Parker 
1 member of public 

 Cathy Aubertin (Clerk) 

                                                    

No Subject  

2025/ 

26/077 

The Chair will open the 

meeting and receive 

apologies. 
 

Cllr Wright opened the meeting at 7.31pm. 

Apologies received from Cllrs Stevens, Clarke and Miles. 

2025/ 

26/078 

To declare any interests at this 

meeting. 
 

 

2025/ 

26/079 

Approval to consider, amend 

as agreed by the Council, 
and approve the minutes of 

the following meeting: 

• 10 July 2025. 
 

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes. 

2025/ 

26/080 

Public question time: a period 

of 10 minutes will be allowed 

for members of the public to 
ask questions or make 

comments regarding the work 

of the Council or other items 
that affect Broadhempston. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• District Councillor 
report. 

 

 

A member of the public attended to request that the poplar tree in 

the small playing field be reduced in height and for the dead wood 

to be removed, or for the tree to be felled.  It was noted that it may 

be diseased.   

It was RESOLVED that the clerk should ask the Teignbridge District 

Council Tree Officer for advice.  

 

The same member of public had been previously asked about ways 

in which the council could tackle climate change.  He suggested 

rainwater storage (a similar project has been successful at 

Easterways) and it was noted that this might be suitable for the 

allotments. 

Cllr Wright agreed to discuss with a parishioner who might be able to 

advise further on such a project. 

 

Further the member of public offered the possibility of providing land 

for the council to plant trees on and suggested Giant Redwoods as 

each tree absorbs enough carbon for one person’s lifetime.  It might 

be possible to plant one tree per pupil at the school.   

The clerk will check with the parishioner on whether the land will be 

made available. 

 

It was noted that a buddle hole between Waterford and Knowle 

Cross doesn’t drain effectively.  It isn’t in Broadhempston but in 

Woodland, and it has been reported  

 

District Cllr Parker advised that officers have submitted complaints 

about councillors, and, due to sickness, Teignbridge District Council 

(TDC) has employed a barrister to deal the complaints at a cost of 

£26k. 



 

CHAIR ………………………………………………….                        DATE…………………………… 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

• County Councillor 

report 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• Parish Councillor 

reports 

 
 

 

• Parish Lengths-man 

work. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

He further advised that more energy substations are required 

throughout Teignbridge to support businesses development. 

 

District Cllr Parker, with other councillors, visited Denbury prison 

recently and saw that some modular buildings are being 

constructed to house prisoners who are nearing their release date.  

The prison extension will be completed in 2027. 

 

County Cllr Rogers advised that he is currently unable to update the 

parish council on outstanding issues because he has lost access to 

the Devon County Council (DCC) member portal.  

The clerk will email County Cllr Rogers a list of outstanding matters.  

 

County Cllr Rogers advised that he is still arranging for the CEO of 

DCC to attend a meeting with parish councils in his district and 

asked that the council consider what the top three issues are for 

Broadhempston. 

Councillors to give this consideration ahead of the next parish 

council meeting. 

 

He further advised that there is a new ministerial team looking at the 

local government review and that Devon County and District 

Council must submit their proposals by 25 November 2025.  It was 

noted that approximately 4% of residents have responded to 

consultation in respect of the local government review.   

 

County Cllr Rogers advised that he would keep the parish council 

updated in respect of a recent bid, submitted by the PTFA, for 

grand funding for the small playing field. 

 

It was noted that, whilst there is a commitment from DCC to 

implement 20mph limit in villages, there is no money available for 

this.   

 

The level of council debit across Devon will be known in the next 

couple of weeks, and the impact on each household in the 

autumn.   

 

It was noted that the number of smaller homes in Broadhempston is 

limited, which impacts people who live in the village but who may 

wish to downsize their home.  The new development behind 

Easterways may help in this respect. 

 

Cllr White will talk to landowner in respect of a recent complaint 

received about the state of a path in the village. 

 

It was noted that the hedges in Slipperstone Lane are now so 

overgrown that the lane is impassable.   

Clerk to contact DCC to request that they instruct landowners to 

undertake maintenance work.  (Following the meeting Cllr White 

spoke with the landowner, who will carry out the required work). 
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• Grounds maintenance 

work. 
 

 

2025/ 

26/081 

To consider the following 

planning application: 

• 25/01437/CAN | Tree T1 
Field Maple (Acer 
Campestre) - To fell and 
remove Tree T1. | 
Clouds Road Past 
Greenhaven Houndhead 
Broadhempston Devon 
TQ9 6AZ 

 

The Parish Council RESOLVED to support this application. 
Clerk to advise TDC Planning. 

2025/ 

26/082 

To consider an update in 

respect of the new play 
equipment project. 

 

 

 

The clerk advised that she had met with a representative from Earth 

Wrights who had agreed that further work was required at the base 

of the mound, and that such work would be completed. 

Since that meeting, no work has taken place and, in addition, 

gravel in the steps is washing out and down the slope.   

The clerk will arrange a `further meeting with Earth Wrights.   

 

2025/ 

26/083 

To consider next steps in 

respect of the 2026 Village 

Fete. 

 

No update at this stage.  Item to be removed from the agenda for 

now. 

2025/ 
26/084 

To consider the response from 
South West Water in respect of 

overflows from 

Broadhempston Sewage 
Treatment Works. 

 

 

 

The response was noted but, whilst the improvements are 

encouraging, the reduced number of spills could be due to a 

reduction in rainfall.   

It was RESOLVED that the clerk should request the same information 

in January each year so that a clearer picture can be built. 

 

To support this, Cllr Bamford will obtain rainfall figures.   

2025/ 

26/085 

Following consideration of an 

email from a parishioner in 
respect of vehicles parking 

against, and damaging, 

fencing, and further 
investigation by Cllr Bamford, 

to consider his report. 

 
 

A few options were considered and discussed. 

It was RESOLVED that, if the resident agrees to contribute towards the 

cost of metal posts, Cllr Bamford will give the clerk details so that 

these may be purchased.   

 

Further, it was RESOLVED that a sign should be placed at the head of 

each parking bay advising that the bays are shorter than standard 

bays.   

 

2025/ 

26/086 

To consider Teignbridge 

District Council’s Local Plan 

2020-2040 – Main 
Modifications Consultation 

document. 

 

 

The council RESOLVED that no further comment is required. 

2025/ 

26/087 

To consider how to use the 

newly acquired phone kiosk. 

 
 

It was RESOLVED that the clerk should post on Facebook asking 

residents how they would like to see the kiosk being used. 

https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1TDKLPZI2W00
https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1TDKLPZI2W00
https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1TDKLPZI2W00
https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1TDKLPZI2W00
https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1TDKLPZI2W00
https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1TDKLPZI2W00
https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1TDKLPZI2W00
https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1TDKLPZI2W00
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2025/ 
26/088 

To consider whether the parish 
council can take any action in 

respect of the high number of 

power cuts in the village. 
 

It was noted that most are caused by the weather.  

However, it was RESOLVED that the clerk should contact the National 

Grid to ask how many power cuts have occurred in the village, what 

the causes are, and whether anything is being done to improve the 

current situation.  

 

2025/ 
26/089 

To review the following 
policies: 

• Equality and Diversity. 

• Training and 

Development. 

 
 

It was RESOLVED to approve both policies. 
Clerk to implement and publish on the website. 

2025/ 
26/090 

Climate change emergency: 

• Bee Square. 
 

Clerk to investigate costs. 

2025/ 

26/091 

Open spaces update: 

• Small playing field. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

• Easterways play area. 

 

 
 

 

• Headlands. 
 

 

• Kings Close Field. 

 
 

• Community Orchard. 

 

 

• Allotments. 

Consider a request 
from a plot holder to 

erect a shed. 
 

• Car Park. 

 

 

Cllr White advised that he has spoken to a school representative 

about the shed being left unsecured during the summer holiday. It 

was agreed that the shed will have a new lock and that a spare key 

should be kept by the parish council. 

 

In respect of the basketball hoop/ football goal posts, Cllr Wright will 

ask a local contractor how much it would cost to repair the welding, 

in place of the wooden panels which have not lasted well.    

 

Concern was raised about the walnut tree next to the house in the 

play area, due to its roots causing damage to the pavement and 

possibly the road. 

Clerk to ask that TDC’s Tree Officer give advice.  

 

Cllr Bamford advised that some of the metal work has been painted 

and that he has been advised by the Community Land Trust that 

the bench will be removed from the area and placed elsewhere.  

 

Cllr White advised that the newly refurbished tennis court will be 

opening on Sunday. 

 

It was noted that the drains were cleared whilst councillors were 

litter picking and clearing the car park. 

 

Cllr Wright is currently updating the plan of trees so that it can be 

shown on the council’s website. 
 

 

Councillors RESOLVED to approve to the erection of a shed. 

 

 

It was noted that the volunteer councillors who attended the recent 

litter pick and clear up did a fabulous job, and they were thanked.   

2025/ 
26/092 

Finance: 

• To agree payment of 

accounts. 

 

It was RESOLVED that payments should be approved. 

Clerk to make payments. 
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• To note the outcome 

of the 2024/ 25 

external audit. 

 

 

It was RESOLVED to note the outcome of the 2024/ 25 external audit. 

 

2025/ 

26/093 
Clerk’s report: 

• To consider the invite 

from Devon 
Community Resilience 

Forum to the ‘Let’s Talk 

Water’ event on 
Monday 22 

September, 12.30 - 

4.30pm, at Roadford 
Lake. 

• To consider the invite 

from DALC to this 

year’s conference, to 
be held on 1 October 

2025 at Exeter 

Racecourse at a cost 
of £50 per person. 

• To consider the invite 

from TDC to attend the 

Planning Drop-In 
Session for Town and 

Parish Councils, to be 
held on 22 September, 

between 5 and 8pm, 

at the Riverside Centre 
in Bovey Tracey. 

• Review of actions in 

previous minutes. 

 

 

 

It was noted that no councillors are available to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was noted that no councillors are available to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

It was noted that no councillors are available to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Cllr Wright will sell the grip strips from the old fort. 

• Cllr White will adjust the chains on the swing. 

• Cllr Stevens will strim the vacant allotment plot. 

 
 

2025/ 

26/094 
Public question time.  

2025/ 
26/095 

To note the date of the next 
meeting:   

• Thursday 9 October 

2025. 

 

This was noted and the meeting closed at 9.28pm 

 

 

 


